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Bykhov



Bykhov was founded in 1370. Initially the town belonged to Svidrigailo, the Prince of the Great Principality of Lithuania. In 1610-1619 hetman Jan Khodkevich built a castle on the steep coast of the Dnieper. The castle complemented the system of fortifications consisting of embankments, ditches, bastions. 

  
 The castle of Bykhov was ruined by the troops of Peter I during the Great Northern War. For more than seven years, the town was a Russian garrison. During the retreat the Russian troops destroyed brahmas and blew bastions. The fortifications of the castle were later restored by the family of Sapega. New weapons appeared in the artillery park.

  
 After the first division of Rzech Pospolita in 1773 Bykhov became the center of an administrative unit.

  
 Among places of interests that are preserved in Bykhov up to the present day is the feudal castle of the XVII century. The synagogue that is an early Baroque monument of the XVII century is very similar to a fortress with a tower.

   
You will be interested in Trinity Church of the XIX century, decorated with a high three-tiered bell tower. It is a wonderful monument of wooden architecture.
   
In 1902 Bykhov became a railway station. Later on a cinema was opened and a bridge across the Dnieper was built in the town.

    
In 1924 Bykhov became an administrative center.

Every year on July 11 (the appearance of the wonder-working icon of Our Lady Borkolabovskaya)  thousands of pilgrims arrive in Bykhov to take part in the festivities in honor of the icon. 

    
It will be interesting for believers and for those people who are interested in military history to visit Bykhov. Every guest will be met with hospitability.
